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What’s New? Key CAS happenings

The ‘Core’ Hour

Since the beginning of this academic year both DP1 and DP2 have a Core hour on their
timetable. During this hour we look at the Extended Essay and CAS components of the
Diploma course. Facilitating time for reflections, extra information and support.

Prom Committee

A team of students are currently busy with the biggest social event of DP’s year: the
Prom! More info to follow.

The ‘Run for Education’

On Tuesday 13th November students of the ISG participated in the sponsor run
organized by an enthusiastic group of DP students as part of their CAS experiences.
The proceeds of this run and the sale of the Tulip bulbs already exceed a whopping
2000 Euros, which will go to the Tara Badong Foundation, an organization chosen by
the students themselves. To find out more about them please take a look at their
website: http://tarabodong.org. The tulips are still for sale and make a lovely present!
One bag of ten Tulips = 3 Euros, Two bags = 5 Euros!

The ‘Breakfast Club’ group

A group of DP students are also busy with supporting the cause of the Dodore
Foundation: https:// dodore.org who primarily look at supplying breakfast for children in
Africa so that they get a good start to the day, also with the aim to reduce hunger and
poverty in Africa. 
The students are organising a school Christmas breakfast on the 20th December. More
info will follow soon. By collecting donations so far over 200 Euros has been reached,
with further activities they hope to raise at least a 1000! 
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The Year Book Committee

Currently, a team of dedicated DP students are working on this year’s ISG Year Book.
This promises to be the best issue ever!! 

Dedicated Study space - D Build renovators

A group of DP students are busy planning and reorganizing unused space within the D
building to make a functional study space and tutoring room. As there is high demand
for the tutoring some students are working with more than five students at a time so a
quiet space is required. In the next issue, I shall be able to show you the results of this!

KIVA Group

Kiva is a non-profit organization which allows people to lend money to low-income
students and entrepreneurs all around the world. People only need to give a minimum
of 25 US Dollars, with which they can help low-income entrepreneurs start up their
business, help people in rural areas with building a well, or one of many other projects.
Kiva tries to connect the lender with the entrepreneurs by including a small story of
each person, why they need the money, and what they will be doing with it.

Tutoring

Liam Audley has single-handedly initiated and set up a wonderful tutoring programme
for students within the ISG community. DP students volunteer their expertise within a
range of subjects that offer invaluable support for our MYP students. Great opportunity
to develop their organization and communication skills. 

The Blue Compass 

 Students are busy with the next issue of the Blue Compass, a great initiative that
provides news from both inside and outside of the school community. 



IF YOU SNOOZE,  

By Ishika Joshi NOVEMBER 2018 

YOU LOSE! 

The feeling of being drained and exhausted of energy takes us over
sometimes, and all you really want to do is curl up into a foetal position, put
some comfortable pyjamas on and close your eyes for a short while. Taking
naps later than five o’clock and naps that exceed a half hour renders it close
to impossible to get a good night’s sleep. Attempt to take power naps earlier
in the day. 

Try putting your alarm clock or your phone at a distance from where you
sleep. So, when the annoying noise interrupts your sound sleep, you will have
to get out of your warm bed to turn it off. You are out of your bed at this point
and might as well get ready for school and eat a nutritious breakfast instead
of pressing snooze one hundred more times. 

Always waking 

up late and 

tired?  

We are all in our teens and we all like to stay up late into the night, bingeing
the next season of our favourite shows until the bags under our eyes have
bags, or scrolling through our social media for hours upon no end. At least an
hour before you want to sleep, switch off your electronics and try doing
something relaxing yet productive. Get your head stuck into a book or Keep
up with the Kardashian’s via a newspaper or a magazine. 

Find something that you want to do in the day. Perhaps it is talking to your
friend or eating that last pizza slice from your favourite pizza restaurants
leftovers. The littlest of motivation you can scrounge up in the morning to
make you want to get out of your bed can make you have a better day.

Try these tips: 



THE         OF DIMINISHING
PROCRASTINATION  

ART 

By Ishika Joshi NOVEMBER 2018 

Begin the homework the day it has been set even if it is just the title of the word
document. Anything is better than nothing.
Clean your surroundings. It is nicer to work efficiently in a clean environment.
Be aware of your distractions: Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat, YouTube, Fortnite to
name a few. It is challenging to resist the temptation to look at a notification that
pops up. Try to turn off notifications when you decide to work.  
Break down your bigger tasks into smaller tasks. For example, you have just been
set a task to write an essay and it is due in a week. Start with the outline of the essay
and do the research on one day. The next day start with writing the introduction. The
third day through till the fifth day write the body paragraphs. Lastly, the sixth and
seventh day you could write the conclusion and proof-read. 
Use the Pomodoro Technique to your advantage. Set a timer for 25 minutes and
work effectively until the timer goes off. Take a break and then restart the timer. 
If all else fails, make your anxiety work in your favour. Sometimes people work better
under time pressure and if you happen to be one of those rare people, you can get
very creative in a short timeframe which is commendable. 

At one point in our lives we have said “I’ll do it
later” or something along those lines. Nobody
has never procrastinated, it’s just that some
of us are more consistent with our
procrastination than others.  We have left
that lab report to do and were sitting there at
our desks the night before it is due trying to
finish it. You are not the only one. 
 
 
 

Try these tips: 



JOINING THE BERLIN KIDZ? 

By Emily Berube-Palsboll NOVEMBER 2018 

Berlin was a trip filled with many immersive
and exciting CAS activities. One that peaked
my personal interest was the street art tour
and workshop we took part in. The whole
street art experience began with a tour of
Berlin’s graffiti scene. We learnt about the
infamous Berlin Kidz, about the different
approaches to street art and how it has
flourished in Berlin. We also learned about
how street art can take many forms.  
 
 
 
 

From a CAS perspective, as it was a CAS trip,
we took part in an activity learning about graffiti
through the tour and were created by creating
art with any and many tools that were at our
disposal. We engaged in new experiences in a
new environment and experimented.  We also
applied our just learnt knowledge and
conquered new skills, at least the majority did.
This workshop inspired me on how to embed it
into the ISG curriculum and could be
something fun to experiment with in VA.  

At the end of our tour, we ended up in a flea
market and got a few minutes of free time to
explore. This time gave us an insight into the
art culture of Berlin, as it is very artistic and
open to everyone of different backgrounds,
identities and abilities. We saw art done with
paper and plastered up on a building, and
clocks made and installed onto a building.  

To immerse ourselves even more into graffiti
culture, we all chose and cut out a stencil to
make our own stencil graffiti art. We learnt
about different ways to spray paint and all the
techniques we could use to create different
illusions. Which lead to many unique pieces of
art.  

CAS trip to Berlin 



EXPANDING OUR 
GLOBAL AWARENESS 

By Emma Lipper NOVEMBER 2018 

It’s something we see a lot in the news these
days: “the refugee problem”. On our trip to Berlin,
we got a more personal perspective on this issue.
On the second day of our trip, we were greeted by
a man named Nebras. He told us that he was a
refugee from Syria and that he was going to give
us a tour of Berlin. This was a day after we had
our first tour of Berlin, which informed us about
the city’s rich history. When Nebras first started
speaking, most of us were a bit bored, because
most of the things he was telling us, we’d already
heard the day before. But then, he started telling
us about the history of the country of his origin:
Syria.  
 
 
 
 

He told us about the struggles of the people of
Syria and eventually, the violent regime of Bashar
al-Assad. He told us about how a big part of the
country’s inhabitants left to search for a better life
elsewhere. All of this history was linked to Berlin’s
history. For example, in Berlin, people had also
been forced to seek safety in other countries, due
to the government’s violent regime.  
 
 
 
 

As we were hearing this history for the first time, it
was great that it was linked to history that we’d
heard many times before. I felt this really closed the
gap between us and the history of Syria, a country
from another continent.  

CAS trip to Berlin 

He is a refugee, but that does not make him a
bad person. Then, he said: “of course I still
have it easy compared to the women who
came here. They are mistreated for wearing
their Hijab.”It is hard for them to function
normally in this society. He also said that he
was thankful for being alive and well in this
country, even though it wasn’t always easy. 
This tour really opened my eyes to the
personal stories attached to this big thing,
marked by the media as “the refugee problem”.
Even though I think most of the students
already sympathised with refugees, this tour
gave us a more vivid picture, because we were
actually speaking with a refugee.  
I feel this activity impressed us all. Not only the
bravery of someone who was willing to tell us
his whole story, but also the bravery and fear
inside that story brought us closer to and gave
us more understanding of a global issue. 

When Nebras got to the present-day situation, he
started speaking about his personal story. He told
us how he had escaped all of the violence and
arrived in Berlin. He told us that he struggled with
the label of refugee, because that was immediately
associated with crime and problems.  
  



BREAKING DOWN 
THE WALL

By Sanne van den Biggelaar NOVEMBER 2018 

On August 13th, 1961, the Communist
government of the German Democratic Republic
started building a wall, dividing Berlin into two
parts: the East side which was the communist,
Russian part of Berlin, and the West side which
was occupied by Americans and completely
surrounded by the wall. People on the East did
not live the best lives, often trying to escape over
the wall to the West, where they would have more
freedom in their lives. These people risked their
lives to cross over from East to West, to bring
their families along, because anything was better
than staying where they were. On November 9th,
1989, the wall fell. Nearly a year later, East and
West Berlin were reunited officially. Nowadays,
crossing over from East to West Berlin is only
marked by a brick line in the streets. 
 
This year the annual CAS trip was in Berlin, a city
with a very rich history and a lot of beautiful
sights. Over the course of three days MYP4,
MYP5 and DP1 became acquainted with the city
and all the major landmarks.  
 
 

CAS trip to Berlin 

The first stop was the metro, something everyone
got to know very fast as it is the quickest and
easiest way to get anywhere in the city. From
there every group went to locations such as
Brandenburger Tor and the Memorial to the
Murdered Jews of Europe, which was put up to
remember all Jewish people that lost their lives
during the second World War. Along the route
was the Face-shaped Lamp, put up to honour
Georg Elser, the would-be assassin of Adolf
Everyone crossed the Bebel Platz, where years
ago the famous burning of the books took place.
Tempelhof, the old airport; and the East Side
Gallery, a part of the wall which has been
transformed into a series of murals, were also
landmarks each class visited. As everyone walked
through the streets everything around was a sight
to see. No matter where you are in the city,
Berlin’s history is visible all around. Some walls
and pillars which look very plain at first glance
show marks of war at a closer glance. Some
bricks in the pavement tell a story of what
happened there many years ago.  
 
The trip was very history-oriented, due to the
centuries Berlin has existed and grown. Berlin is a
big and diverse city, a wonderful place for
exploring with our new and old classmates.
Everyone has made new memories together and
experienced a great deal of new things which
made the trip both history-oriented and future
focused. 



THE                    -BUILDING 

By Nina Beurskens NOVEMBER 2018 

Today, the 7th of September 2018, the International
School Groningen, held the official opening of the
new building that was constructed during the
previous school year. Last year, on the first day of
school, head of the school Mike Weston made the
announcement that a new building was to be built in
the year to follow. After this year’s summer break,
students came back to find the building finished and
ready for use. Inside it is modern and elegant, with
the bright school colours covering the walls. The first
thing that can be seen upon opening the doors is the
spacious new common room that is connected to a
brand-new kitchen, fitted with a coffee machine, a
refrigerator, as well as other cooking appliances. New
classrooms were designed and built. They are
equipped with new smartboards and chairs and
tables for the teachers and students to enjoy. As said
by Mr. Weston himself; “We’ve always 
had excellent education. We’ve always had excellent
students. We’ve always had excellent 
teachers. We now have the right facility to support
this.” 
 
Though still nameless, it has already become clear
that this building will be good representation of the
multicultural school. On the second day back in
school, the students of the ISG were asked to help
create artworks to place either inside or nearby this
brand-new addition to the school. A series of
workshops were created in conjunction with Meg
Mercx and Rob Verwer from kunstindeaula for all year
groups from the ISG. MYP1-3 developed camera
obscura techniques creating a wonderful lamp which
is on permanent exhibition in the new aula. MYP4,5
and DP 1&amp;2 created two large scale sculptures
for the grounds around the building. The sculptures
were that of a swallow, the bird that serves as the
logo of the ISG, and that of a stag, an animal that is  
 
 
 

NEW 

sometimes spotted on school grounds. Not only do
the animals hold purpose to the school for these
reasons, they are also symbols for the school’s
values and ideals. 
 

 
The swallow is an animal that symbolizes a large
variety of different matters. The swallow stands for
family, flight and guidance. In the wild, flights of
swallows are a close-knit family. This holds relevance
to the ISG since the school is also home to a tight-
knit community. This includes the students at the ISG,
as well as the teachers and other members 
of the staff. The community is one that treats others
as their equals, and with respect and compassion,
which the swallow justly represents. This ties in with
the next bit of symbolism, namely, guidance. The
swallow is a migratory bird, and travels long
distances. This fits the ISG especially since it is
attended by many international students, as well
teachers from all over the world. All have travelled
long distances to be where they are now. On top of
that swallows must trust their instincts to guide them
as well as their family. This can also be applied to the
principles of the ISG, where students are encouraged
to practice problem-solving, but always told to ask for
help when needed. 
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The stag that is positioned next to the building also
holds meaning to the school. Stags stand for
strength and determination, and the ability to move
past obstacles. The stag can be seen from the
windows that surround the new common room, and
can act as a daily reminder to the students to have
strength and determination. Not only can this apply
to their life at school, but to their lives outside of it as
well. Through practicing problem-solving, students
will learn how to face obstacles, and how to evade
them. The stag is a representation of this. At the end
of the workshop, the students were told to write a
wish on a small piece of paper. The written wishes
of all the students were collected and have been put
into the swallow and the heart of the stag. This way,
the students will always be part of the school’s
legacy, just like this new building and the artworks
will be. These new additions to the school are ones
that are of great importance to school to be able to
continue to grow. The students and staff of the ISG
are looking forward to the future of the school, and
what these recent changes will bring. 
 
 

“We’ve always had 

excellent education. 

We’ve always had 

excellent students. 

We’ve always had 

excellent teachers. 

We now have the right 

facility to support 

this.” 

-Mr. Weston 



HOW DOES          IMPACT 

DP STUDENTS? 

CAS  

CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service) is a mandatory
part of the DP programme that requires students
to take part in a number of service activities both
within their community and school and outside of
it. CAS activities and projects here at the ISG can
range from bake sales to sponsor runs to tulip
sales for girls’ education in North East India.
Although the purpose of activities and community
service is usually thought to be for the benefit of
the community and/or the world, participating in
these things can have positive impacts on the
students themselves as well. 
 
  
CAS requires students to volunteer and interact
with their community in a way that they perhaps
would not have done otherwise. This can be
beneficial for students both in school and out.
Through CAS activities, students can learn more
about themselves and what they are passionate
about. This can then lead to a personal discovery
that may influence their career choice or
university study. Perhaps you will find that you
want to take care of animals through helping at a
local animal shelter, or maybe you will learn that
you would like to be an artist by volunteering at a
gallery or a museum. 

 CAS gives students motivation to reach out more
than they might have otherwise, and through that
they may learn new skills that will be useful again in
the future. As many of us attending the ISG know,
the Diploma Programme is a rigorous academic
program which can become stressful considering
the amount of work and dedication needed to
succeed. Through CAS, students may be able to
relieve stress by focusing on helping others or even
strengthen bonds with other DP students by
collaborating on a CAS project. Since a wide range
of activities can be used for CAS, students are able
to pursue something that they as individuals are
interested in and enjoy doing, all while improving
themselves as people. 

NOVEMBER 2018 By Avery O’Neill 



By Jelle Biemans and Willem Drapers NOVEMBER 2018 

Theory Of Knowledge 
For the subject theory of knowledge,

finding a real-life-situation to use in your

essay/presentation is done by looking at

and analyzing real-life sources. A RLS is an

experience of your own life or in the media

that gets you to think, specifically, think

about what knowledge is.  

 

You have considerable freedom in your

choices for RLS. Your RLS might be directly

related to you or your local community, or it

may have broader national or global

significance. In your journal entry, you

would describe the RLS, explore some of

the questions you have about it, and ask

related knowledge questions about the

situation.  

 

The TOK journal entry consists of four real-

life situation components: a news article or

a cultural, learning or personal experience.

Finding a real-life situation can be difficult.

Let’s be honest, how much are you critically

assessing the cultural, personal and learning

experiences you have on a daily basis?  

Keep up with the news and reads things you are

interested in. 

The news is a good source of controversial

topics and documentations of experiences that

you may have had yourself. 

Think of experiences or news articles that will

have great implications on society and build-up

your real-life situation from that. 

Don’t think about too broad RLS 

Although you may begin by thinking about a

broad theme, such as world peace, or global

warming, or scientific progress, these do not in

themselves constitute real-life situations. If you

are interested in such a theme, then you should

choose a specific situation that it is related to.

For example, you might look at the 2009

controversy known as ‘Climategate’ which

centered around allegations that some

scientists had manipulated climate data.  

 

 

Think about your own opinion regarding your

chosen experience or article 

Try to come up with arguments supporting you

RLS and think of ways to defend it 

Research other opinions people have published

regarding your real-life situation, this might

give you some new key insight and help form

your own opinion 

Tips: 
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Look into the implications on society for both

perspectives of your real-life situation 

Think about what happens when a specific point

of view is followed through. As in the example

of the journal entry on the next page, what will

happen when the S.E.C. will keep suing business

owners for things that are not immediate

threats? 

Relate your real-life situation back to ways of

knowing 

Try to link your topic to several ways of

knowing. Look at your own opinions and see

where they link with these ways of knowing.

The Theory of Knowledge textbook has

excellent explanations on ways of knowing and

the questions they prompt to ask. 

Try to think of a different way to look at your RLS. Our opinions are mostly formed by our

background, our environment, and our moral and beliefs. People with different backgrounds and

so on might have a completely different opinion on your RLS. 

If you can’t think of different perspectives on your RLS research other opinions regarding your RLS 

After you have successfully completed these

steps and the thought processes that come with

them, you are all set to write an excellent real-life

situation journal entry yourself! 

Tips: 

By Jelle Biemans and Willem Drapers 

Look at your RLS from a different perspective 
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 A TOK journal entry 

By Jelle Biemans and Willem Drapers 

Elon Musk Stepping Down as Chairman of Tesla’s Board  
This real-life situation covers the roller-coaster ride that has been the life of Elon Musk and Tesla.
The SCC had just filed a lawsuit against Elon Musk and over the past weekend, there was a
massive announcement. Musk and Tesla ended up settling with the SCC, as a result of this
settlement both Tesla and Musk must pay $20 million and according to an SCC press release, “the
$40 million in penalties will be distributed to harmed investors under a court-approved process”.
Point 2 Is that while Musk will be able to stay on as the CEO of Tesla, he can no longer be the
chairman of the board, and so he must leave that role in the next 45 days and he is not allowed to
try to get back into that position for 3 years, Tesla must also add 2 new independent directors. 
 
Very interestingly according to this settlement, Tesla will be required to vet Elon Musk’s tweets
before they go out, begging the question of privacy and seeing like they are treating Elon Musk like
a child. At the same time, it is important to remember this whole situation is because of a tweet,
specifically the now infamous “funding secured” tweet. This makes me think about how social
media and the communication thereof really have real-life consequences and how much this is
ingrained and has an influence on us as a species.   
 
According to a lot of experts though, this news can be considered a “win” for Tesla considering
where this could have gone. A lawsuit without it being settled could have been devastating, one of
the big reasons is that the SCC lawsuit was looking to ban Elon Musk from being an officer or
director for any public traded company. Also connected to everything that transpired over the
weekend, Tesla investors got to experience a down then up (stocks), the massive decent once the
public learned about the lawsuit and the massive explosion back up after the settlement was
reached. This goes to show how public opinion is swayed by the smallest of things, and how we as
a society make up for a lot of what priorities are. In other words, our political beliefs, wants and
needs can be used to manipulate and benefit certain groups of people to push a point across.
Questions I ask myself are: To what extent are humans programmed (hardwired) to search for
purpose? (Is life worth living?) what could these purposes be for? (for example: making sure our
genetic code is preserved and lives on, survival, maintaining species population) And how do we
know what the goals in life are? (including the minor and short-term goals) We as a species have
reached a point none of our ancestors have before, so everything we do from here on out is
exploration and discovery, and that begs the question, what if we “over-discover”, perhaps there are
things we are better off not knowing. 
 
Although I understand where the SCC is coming from and the repercussions Elon Musk has to bear,
I think there are greater priorities, then it can be argued that maintaining law and order is also a
rather important priority and that it's all up to perspective. No matter what we want or need, we
should reserve judgment and wait for evidence and proof, we should keep advancing and
discovering, as long as there is human desire, we as a species will keep thriving. 
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Extended Essay 
The Extended Essay is for a lot of DP1 students
really vague and confusing. That is why we decided
to interview four DP2 students, two girls and two
boys. They came up with these answers according
to their own experiences. Hopefully it will help you!  

In short (for the DP1’s who have no idea
what the EE is) what is the EE? 

Student 1: The Extended Essay is an
exploration, you choose a topic in which you’re
interested. You need to kind of know what it’s
about and then during your extended essay, you
show how you explored the topic in great detail.
Student 2: The Extended Essay is a big piece of
work or for the sciences, an experiment in which
you analyze/investigate into a certain part of the
subject. 
Student 3: The Extended Essay is a work you
make with a deeper understanding, you get this
understanding by doing your own research. You
apply the knowledge you already have, and you
explore something, so a lot of research is
required.  
Student 4: The Extended Essay is something
that you are interested in. It’s ‘easy’ for you to
work with since you are interested in the topic.
And you have a topic in which you will hopefully
also stay interested in when you work on it for a
longer period of time.  

Why write an EE? 

Which subject did you choose for your EE? 
Student 1: Economics 
Student 2: Economics 
Student 3: Chemistry 
Student 4: Physics  

Student 1: The Extended essay helps you develop
your writing skills since you have to write a lot.
Next, to that, it helps you develop your critical
thinking skills since you have the think critically
about the information you find and the work you
produce
Student 2: The Extended Essay is academic. It’s a
good practice for later in life when you need to write
something in university. It teaches you how to
properly write a paper when you follow all the steps.
Especially when you chose one of the three
sciences, it teaches you how to write a really good
scientific paper
Student 3: With the extended essay, it’s possible to
explore something you might need for later, this is
very handy when you want to apply for example a
certain university. This is great because you can
write your extended essay about literally anything
you’re interested in.
Student 4: It’s the best way of separating yourself
from other students who apply for universities
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Student 1: Start thinking about a topic soon and
then work really hard on the first draft. This saves
you a lot of work. 
Student 2: Try to make your first draft before the
summer holiday, and directly try to finish it as good
as possible. Preferably, in your eyes, close to
perfect. Also, try to come up with a perfect research
question as soon as possible, this prevents that you
have to change it during the process
Student 3: Planning! Make a good planning and
stick to it. Without a good planning, it’s hopeless.
Student 4: Don’t procrastinate. Do a lot of
research. Pay really good attention to your time
management and do the work in sections. Next, to
that, make a lot of drafts. 

What do you wish you had done better? 
Student 1: Better planning
Student 2: Starting earlier
Student 3: Better planning
Student 4: Start even earlier. Don’t take breaks
in between the works, keep pace. 

Student 1: To be precise and concise
Student 2: I think that I learned how to plan over a
long time and how to write an almost perfect report
Student 3: I learned how difficult researching
actually is, it’s a lot of work finding the right
information from a reliable source. Next to that, I
learned how to write a research paper
Student 4: How difficult physics actually is!

What are the most important things you
learned from your EE? 

When did you start writing your EE? 

All four students started in May. So, maybe a good
idea to start then as well. 
 

Do you have any advice for the DP1
students? 

How did you decide upon your subject?
Did you have any help from the teacher? 
 Student 1: I’m very interested in my family’s
company, so I chose the subject which would suit
to that topic the most.
Student 2: I wanted to pick one of my higher-level
subjects, these are Chemistry, Biology and
Economics. I also didn’t want to make it too difficult
for myself, but it still needed to be challenging.
Student 3: I didn’t know which subject I wanted to
choose, so I just eliminated the once I definitely
didn’t want to do. And I didn’t want to make it too
difficult for myself.
Student 4: I just chose the subject that I liked the
most, it keeps me interested

What is your EE about? 
Student 1: My extended essay is about the
income elasticity of demand for the ferry rides to
the Dutch islands
Student 2: My extended essay is about solar
energy in the Netherlands. I did research into
how much it costs, how much we earn from it, so
actually, if it’s beneficial 
Student 3: My extended essay is about making
bioplastic from starch
Student 4: My extended essay is about the
interference in light, exploring the accuracy of a
Michelson interferometer 



By Zuzanna Kardzis NOVEMBER 2018 

THE RECENT MIGRANT CARAVAN: A PIVOTAL 
MOMENT IN THE AMERICAN MIGRANT CRISIS 

The issue has been described as ‘an Exodus’
and ‘National Emergency’. Yet no solution has
been found. A ‘caravan’ of Central American
migrants has been heading North to seek
asylum in the United States and growing to a
size of more than 7,000 people. It is
undoubtedly the largest, spontaneous
movement of migrants moving North that the
continent has witnessed in decades. Now the
caravan slowly advances into Mexico, pressure
on the United States and Mexico increases. The
issue seems to be more complicated and deep-
rooted and is narrowed down to a problematic
decision. Either Mexico will allow these
migrants asylum or let them continue to the
United States. Will it be another humanitarian
dilemma or, a beneficial solution?   

 
The mass movement is of mainly young
men and women with children. Most are
from Honduras, but some joined from
Guatemala and El Salvador. It is unclear
how the movement started in Honduras, as
no organisation nor individual has taken
leadership for it. It is known however,
where and when it originally started: on
October 13th in the city of San Pedro Sula,
Honduras, with 160 people and expanded
in transit. Many are fleeing corruption,
violence and brutal poverty. ‘There is no
work back home’, many say, ‘no future’.  
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A decision needs to be made in order to locate these vast numbers of migrants, and Mexico seems to have
two options; either accept large numbers of refugees which might result in a crisis in the country, or, act as a
passage to the United States. Under the law, Mexico is not allowed to prohibit migrants from applying for
asylum in the United States. President Trump has however, stated that no migrants would be accepted. If
he follows through with this plan and gathers the men, women, and children using military at the border, it
might result in another public disaster. The other choice is for him to take no action at the border. This might
in turn result with a larger flow of migrants applying for asylum in the United States.  
Mexico and the U.S. are at a critical moment in the crisis, yet both countries seem unable to come up with a
solution together. Most importantly, however, this massive migrant caravan shows Central American
countries are suffering from a crisis for too long it demands an immediate solution. As the issue waits to be
solved, the numbers of migrants joining the caravan keep growing.  

As a response to the approaching caravan, President Trump has
stated he will ‘cut off’ foreign aid to Guatemala, El Salvador, and
Honduras as they failed to stop this mass migration. It is reported
that Guatemala received $249 million, El Salvador $115 million and
Honduras $175 million in U.S. aid, according to USAID. This
prompted many to ask the question: why do thousands flee their
country if they receive so much in aid? According to Senator Marco
Rubio the aid: ‘Helps us more than them’. It appears that the ‘cash’
is mostly equipment and training to stop drugs from entering the
United States and to control gangs that drive people away from
these countries. Honduras experiences high crime levels held
responsible for its powerful gangs. Many often violently engage
youth resulting in large numbers of young people escaping this fate.
If aid will be cut it will enable gangs to carry on terrorizing people
and lead to higher numbers of people migrating North.  
Mexico’s incoming president Obrador has been a critic of the way
President Trump has chosen to handle the migrant problem.
Closing the border is not an option, according to him. Mexican
authorities tried to slow the caravan down at the border with
Guatemala, but many migrants crossed illegally. In a span of three
days 1,028 people had requested asylum in Mexico.  

This forced authorities to request help from the United Nations
High Commissioner of Refugees to allow migrants refugee
status. Many Mexicans have also provided humanitarian aid by
supplying the migrants with food and clothing. This caravan is
very different to previous ones. Annual caravans had been
carried out for years to draw attention to the difficult situation in
Central America. However, since president Trump has been in
office, the caravans have risen in popularity due to the attention
provided. As many of the migrants are stranded in Mexico the
country is obliged to offer protection to refugees under
international law. 



The new Blue Compass team! Introducing... 

 
Between binge watching 'Friends' on netflix and

playing sports, Joris likes to mess around in
photoshop, creating digital art. With his

perfectionist mindset, he believes that being an
editor for the Blue Compass is a perfect fit for him

and he looks forward to an exciting new
experience. 

Joris Jansen Nina Beurskens 
Between her school work, Nina is leading the new
Blue Compass team and writing articles for it. She
loves reading, writing and language, which is why

she joined this project at the beginning of last
schoolyear. Furthermore, Nina loves to play ukulele,

piano, and guitar, and sing, as well as reading
books. Nina is excited to lead the new group, and to

see what they will do the upcoming year. 

Silvia Ortega  
Hi! I’m Silvia from DP1. I love many kinds of arts

like music, drawing, and writing. I also enjoy
meeting new people. I am half Spanish and half
Dutch. All my life I’ve lived in Tenerife, Canary

Islands, however I moved to the Netherlands a year
and a half ago. To be honest it hasn’t been an easy
change, not only because of the new country and
language but also because of the new education
program. With this magazine, I would like to help

(new) students and try to make their IB life easier.  

Willem Drapers 
Between his studies at school, sports and cooking,
Willem is an editor and writes TOK articles for the

Blue Compass. Willem is from Hong Kong and
came to the Netherlands 2 years ago. 

Furthermore, Willem is a principled and open-
minded inquirer who takes initiative in applying

critical and creative thinking skills. With a personal
commitment to service, striving to learn, act and

make a positive difference to the lives of others and
to the environment. 



Emma Lipper 
This is Emma. She is a DP1 student, former TTO
student. She grew up in the Netherlands and has
never lived anywhere else. She plays basketball,

likes to read and is interested in politics and global
issues. She joined the Blue Compass to improve

her writing skills. 

Emily Berube-Palsboll 
While tackling the IB, as we all are, and playing the
ukulele, Emily has embarked on the task of writing
small tidbits for the Blue Compass. She started off
with writing about the Berlin Trip and is excited to

see what will be her next task helping the Blue
Compass. Having a large interest in art, this is

something she loves doing and writing about. She
looks very much forward to taking part in the Blue

Compass.  

Zuzanna Kardzis 
Zuzanna covers Global Affairs and is keen on

keeping up with current events. She enjoys being
globally aware, munching on carrots and writing

about widespread issues. Through her contributions
to the Blue Compass, she hopes to keep people

aware of events that take place. All over, Zuzanna
looks forward to being part of the Blue Compass

team.  
 

Avery O’Neill 
Avery O’Neill is a DP1 student at the International

School of Groningen. She is from Steamboat
Springs, Colorado, and came to the Netherlands one
year ago. She enjoys drawing, playing tennis, skiing,

and breakfast. Avery joined the Blue Compass
because she likes reading newspaper articles online

and she would like to try writing a few herself. 



Ishika Joshi 
I am covering Wellness for the Blue Compass. I

have a passion for writing and helping people, so
this was the perfect opportunity for me! One thing

that I dislike strongly is conspiracy theories because
the concept of oblivion is horrifying. I listen to almost

every music genre. I love to travel, eat ice cream
and laugh till my lungs hurt. :) 

Jelle Biemans 
Jelle is a student from DP1 and will be covering
TOK in the upcoming issues. Jelle likes all sport
except for dancing. He watches a little too much
YouTube in his free time and has probably seen
every Vine ever made. His love for Philosophy

originates from the Dutch book "Filosofie voor in
het bed, op het toilet of in bad" and he is looking

forward to quoting it in future TOK articles. 

Esmee Mathijs 
Esmee is a DP1 student and she will write about

the Extended Essay in the upcoming issues
from the Blue Compass. She has lived in

Canada for eight months, but she’s hundred
percent Dutch. When school is finished, she

loves to go to the horse-riding centre in Eelde. A
lot of her friends, from outside of school, go
there and she used to have a partly owned

horse. She also works there on Saturday, when
she teaches small children how to ride horses.
Next to that, she also works at a pizzeria called
Il Lago, twice or three times a week as a waiter 

Sanne van den Biggelaar 
Sanne van den Biggelaar was born in the

Netherlands but moved to England at the age of two.
Due to this, when she moved back to her place of

birth at the age of eight, she attended an
international primary school before attending TTO at

Maartenscollege for four years and now, DP. She
likes to read, write, take pictures, make bad jokes
and swim. Seeing as she loves to write, when she
heard about the school newspaper needing new

members she took the chance. 
 


